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President’s desk
Fellow Garden Club Members

 In the latest issue of The National Gardener 
there is an article “Nature: The Primal Healer.” 
Part of the article talks about Japan and how the 
Japanese people practice “shinrin-yoku” or “forest 
bathing.” Forest bathing is connecting with nature 
through our senses of sight, hearing, taste, smell 
and touch. Data has proven that shinrin-yoku can, 
among other things, reduce blood pressure, lower stress levels and lift 
depression. While reading about “forest bathing,” I was reminded of my 
husband and I going camping on the weekends after a full work week. I 
remember the smell of the trees, listening to the birds, going on hikes, 
and eating the berries—thimbleberry, salmonberry, huckleberries (if in 
season.) After all we have been through, and are not out of the woods 
just yet, we could all use some shinrin-yoku. Get outside and visit a 
state, county, or city park near you and start connecting with nature.
 “Seed Your Future” is an organization you have heard me talk about 
before. Their goal is to promote horticulture and inspire people to pursue 
careers working with plants. Their youth-centered website WeAreBLOOM 
(wearebloom.org) features videos and other content to engage youth to 
learn about the power of plants. “Seed Your Future” has proclaimed 2021 
the Year of Plant Power. Throughout the year they will be posting ideas 
on how to improve your community using the power of plants. And this 
is a good segue to introduce our new WSFGC club, “Plants in Power.” The 
club is in the inactive Chuckanut District and encompasses the commu-
nities of Newhalem and Diablo, WA, as well as employees affiliated with 
the Seattle City Light North Cascades Hydroelectric Project. Please take 
some time to email their president, Lori Fowler (loriannfowler@gmail.com) 
to introduce yourself and welcome them. [Editor’s note: please read the 
article about the club on page 11.]
 I am sorry to say that the June convention is being canceled. Current-
ly there are no answers to the questions we are asking ourselves and the 
venue. I know we are all looking forward to being able to meet in person 
at some point in time, hopefully by the end of August for the Fall Board 
Meeting!
 My time as president is almost at an end. When I began my two-year 
term, I was excited about visiting garden clubs and meeting new people. 
I did not get to visit as many clubs as I wanted, but the ones I did visit I 
felt welcomed and met so many wonderful members. Thank you for giv-
ing me those memories.
 The officers and board members during my term have been fantastic! 
Many of them steered me in the direction I needed to go; I cannot thank 
them enough for helping me.

Continued on next page
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Caption: Acer circinatum (Vine 
Maple) White flowers with wine 
colored sepals are replaced by 
widely spreading samaras– the 
paired, winged seeds almost 
forming a straight line.

INVESTING IN FUTURE GARDENERS
Gardening with Youth 

 I wish the incoming President-Elect, Anne Sullivan, all the best during 
her term. 

An Irish Friendship Blessing:
“May there always be work for your hands to do,
may your purse always hold a coin or two,
may the sun always shine on your windowpane,
may a rainbow be certain to follow each rain,
may the hand of a friend always be near you,
may God fill your heart with gladness to cheer you.”

Dorrie Carr
                 Dorrie Carr, WSFGC President

2019-2021,
hdcarr@outlook.com
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NGC/WSFGC News
NGC Gardening Schools Report

WSFGC Gardening School  — 02/02/21

 Chinook District hosted Se-
ries 12 Course 4 January 12–13, 
2021, on Zoom. The local chairman 
was Linda Haas, State Gardening 
Study Chairman was Brynn Tavasci, 
Technical Administrator was Debbie 
Angel and backup Technical Admin-
istrator was Kumiko Kamplaine. The 
instructors were Bess Bronstein, 
Alison Johnson, Laura Matter and 
Christina Pfeiffer. Topics included 
Plant Identification, Plant Nomencla-
ture, Growing Woody Ornamentals, 
Native Trees and Shrubs, Pruning 
Techniques, and Specialized Styles of 
Gardening.
 In the group of attendees, 15 
were from Washington State and 11 
were from other states, including 
New Jersey, California, Pennsylvania, 
Oregon, Oklahoma, and Massachu-
setts. Newly accredited consultants 
from Washington:

Kumiko Kamplaine
 Parkside GC/Chinook District
Debbie Angel 
 Marine Hills GC/Chinook District
Kathy Johnson  
 Root & Bloom GC/Hill & Dale District
Kris Ripley 
 Des Moines GC/Chinook District
Laura Rankin 
 Parkside GC/Chinook District
Mary Brasseaux 
 Interlakken GC/Hill & Dale District
Jill Cooke 
 Parkside GC/Chinook District

 The course went very well; 
even overcoming a wind and rain-
storm in the middle of the two-day 
course. Students without power 
fired up their generators or went to 
a relative’s home and completed the 
course without problems. One stu-
dent with intermittent power prob-
lems viewed the recorded instruction 
content before taking her exam. 
Everyone taking the exam passed the 
course.
 Attendee comments includ-
ed:  “Fabulous educational re-
fresher”…“You all did a superb 
job.”…“I thought it was an excellent 
class and I appreciated how much 
time it took you and your committee 
to secure such well-qualified speak-
ers. I learned so much.”…“I enjoyed 
the collaboration with the partic-
ipants and the course itself was 
extremely beneficial to me.”…“Each 
presenter gave interesting, informa-
tive, and knowledgeable facts I can 
use now and for some time. I espe-
cially appreciated having handouts 
I could follow as information was 
presented.” 
 Zoom continues to bridge the 
gap during social distancing. Con-
tinuing education, socializing and 
sharing of ideas have worked suc-
cessfully using this platform. School 
committees and instructors have 
adjusted to the limitations and have 
learned beneficial ways to commu-
nicate with enthusiasm and visible 
results. 

– Brynn Tavasci
WSFGC Gardening School Chairman
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Advertise your next district or club 
event in your magazine,  

Washington Garden & Design. 
Download information from  

wagardenclubs.com or from your 
WSFGC Program and Meeting Guide. 

WSFGC Convention Saga Continues
 No one likes to be the bearer of 
bad news but COVID has given us 
plenty of opportunities to practice so 
that it does not hurt as much. But 
trust me, the pain is still being felt.
 In case anyone has forgotten, 
the WSFGC Convention June 2020 
was rescheduled to September 2020 
and then rescheduled to June 2021. 
With convention only a short three 
months away, it was finally decid-
ed that the likelihood of having a 
successful in-person convention was 
very slim. So with a heavy heart I 
am canceling the 2021 in-person 
convention. Because of the work that 
needs to take place at an annual 
meeting, Dorrie Carr and Anne Sul-
livan are looking at how that can be 
done via Zoom.
 This decision took many things 
into account and was not made light-
ly. Unfortunately, COVID-19 is still 
with us one year after first detected. 
Even though numbers are decreas-
ing, our state, like so many others, 
is still under a fairly strict lockdown 
mandate. At this writing venues like 
the Hotel Windrow are restricted to 

25 percent capacity. No one has the 
answer to what that number might 
be by June 1, and planning a con-
vention cannot wait until six days 
prior. In addition, the vaccine rollout 
has not been as fast or efficient as 
many had hoped, leaving lots of 
people feeling uncomfortable about 
gathering together. We are also 
discovering that opening in-person 
gatherings comes with its own set 
of problems and concerns. (See the 
article that follows.)
 I know that Central District was 
looking forward to hosting and show-
casing our area, our agricultural 
heritage, and the beauty of eastern 
Washington, as well as being able to 
introduce WSFGC to a new first class 
hotel venue. I have made the sugges-
tion that the spring 2022 Board of 
Directors meeting take place at the 
Hotel Windrow, so we are still hope-
ful that we can, one way or another, 
welcome you to Ellensburg—where 
east meets west.

—Diane Franchini
Convention Chairman
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Finding Shoes that Fit Following a Year of COVID
 Without question, this has been 
a difficult year, filled with canceled 
events and meetings, dashed hopes 
of returning to “normal,” and dynam-
ic conversations surrounding per-
sonal health issues. It’s sometimes 
hard to know what or who to believe 
and even more difficult to know just 
how this pandemic is affecting each 
and every individual with whom we 
might have contact. The path moving 
forward may be a bit rocky at best. 
During this transition time it may 
help if we try to “walk in someone 
else’s shoes” when trying to find a 
smooth path that will accommodate 
the majority.
 In the last month I have had to 
confront an issue in several Zoom 
meetings as well as several emails. 
The conversation turned to vaccines 
(as it does so often now) and when 
faced with comments like “If we all 
receive our vaccine we can meet in 
person.” Or, “How are we going to 
monitor or check if a member has 
been vaccinated? Do we just trust 
them?” Or, “What are we going to do 
with members who refuse to get the 
vaccine?” I admit that the hair on the 
back of my neck rises. In each case 
I have had to explain my own health 
concerns regarding me (not others) 
getting the vaccine. It is a discussion 
that I don’t feel I should have to have 
every time vaccines are mentioned. 

With each of those questions being 
asked there’s an underlying message 
being sent out—if you don’t get the 
vaccine, we may not allow you to at-
tend a meeting. My anxiety level has 
started to reach the highest point 
since the start of the pandemic a 
year ago.
 The result of these confrontations 
has been people taking a step back 
and finally saying, “You’ve given me 
a perspective that I hadn’t consid-
ered before, and I realize that I had 
thought everyone wanted the vac-
cine.”  I’m not an anti-vaccine person 
or some anti-government radical; 
in fact, I’m far from either of those; 
and I do know that I’m not alone. 
There are others who for whatever 
reason may be unable to receive this 
(or any other) vaccine. Are we to be 
told there’s no place for us on this 
journey? One pair of shoes is not the 
right fit for everyone who wants to 
join the hike.
 My hope is that we all respect 
each other as unique individuals 
with a wide variety of issues and 
concerns and that we can find the 
best fitting pair of shoes that will 
take all of us comfortably into the 
next step of our journey forward, 
without losing members along the 
way.

—Diane Franchini
Central District Director
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Greater Seattle District
 We recently had a Zoom meeting 
with five of our seven clubs repre-
sented and about ten in attendance. 
I’m delighted to report that two of 
the clubs have been able to meet for 
either online presentations or in-per-
son drive-by visits. The online pro-
grams have been popular, as they’ve 
provided some welcome entertain-
ment and distance learning. Planted 
daffodils were delivered to members 
and sparked much joy and anticipa-
tion of spring.
 We have two clubs planning for 
plant sales at some later date. Seeds 
are sprouting, plants are growing, 
many pots were started that will 
need to find new homes. A formerly 
federated club has been having good 
responses to pop-up plant sales in 
high foot traffic areas of the city. We 
hope to build on their success.
 We have concerns—I’m sure we’re 
not alone—about what membership 
will look like when the pandemic is 
over. So many of our members will 
have been isolated for many months 
and may not be prepared to pick 
up where we left off. So much is 
unknown and unknowable; we will 
use the opportunity to collect dues 
in July as a barometer of peoples’ 
intention to return. Clubs are having 
trouble getting officers for their new 
terms; the district, too, has not been 
able to nominate a new slate for 
2021-2023.

 With the passing of several of our 
most active designers, the fate of our 
Arranger’s Guild is in question. It 
has become common to hear people 
say they are interested in gardening 
but not in designing. I faced that 
question myself twenty years ago as 
a new member. I found that learn-
ing to design enhanced my personal 
landscaping aesthetic and gave great 
delight in showcasing the plants I 
had grown. A wonderfully full circle 
win/win!
 I fully believe that “gardening” is 
still a desirable craft and that new 
people are seeking access to our 
experienced input. The format for 
reaching those people is a moving 
target aided by an increased on-
line presence and a rethinking of 
what value a “garden club” brings 
to members. Several clubs talked 
about being perceived as a social 
group sharing an interest in garden-
ing versus being working gardeners 
with a social aspect. Therein lies the 
dilemma, both the opportunity and 
the challenge to move forward.
 That, as they say, is the news 
from Greater Seattle. 

—Laurie Skandalis
District Director

WSFGC District NEWS
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WSFGC District NEWS
Central District

 It certainly isn’t news to any-
one that garden clubs had to find 
different ways to hold meetings, keep 
all members informed, and contin-
ue some of their good works in the 
communities where they reside. I’ve 
learned that garden club members 
are a hardy bunch and are making 
the best of dealing with change.
 As a district, we were able to go 
ahead with the Dedication Cere-
monies for a Blue Star Memori-
al Marker located at the Tahoma 
National Cemetery in Yakima. Over 
150 people attended this ceremony 
on Veterans’ Day. That section of the 
cemetery was filled with young and 
old alike, many veterans, and many 
of our club members. Special thanks 
to Terry Critchlow for chairing this 
project and getting the word out to 
so many.
 With our Selah Civic Center 
closed since last March, we had to 
find alternate meeting locations. One 
meeting was held at my home out-
side on our new patio and another 
meeting was held at the Railroad 
Park in Selah, outside, socially 
distanced, and masks required. We 
don’t meet in the winter but are gear-
ing up for a spring board meeting 
and general membership meeting via 
Zoom. To help our older members be 
involved I have suggested that mem-
bers with Zoom capabilities invite 
one or two members to their home to 
be a part of the Zoom meetings.
 In our individual clubs, each club 
is finding a way to keep active and 
keep in touch with members.

 Appleblossom is beginning to 
plan for a Gold Star Memorial Mark-
er Dedication on June 11, 2021. This 
small club partnered with the Amer-
ican Legion to purchase the mark-
er—the first NGC Gold Star Memorial 
Marker in our state. Country Garden 
Club has been able to continue the 
upkeep of their community plantings 
throughout the pandemic and look 
forward to having the ability to meet 
in person soon.
 Mt. Cleman Garden Club has had 
“Energizer Bunny” Terry Critchlow 
helping President Leanne Jewett to 
keep them busy and involved. They 
met outdoors through November, 
with member and guest horticultur-
al programs at each meeting. They 
have also been having a member-
ship drive, hosting guests at every 
meeting. They have added two new 
members. They have also started a 
monthly newsletter to keep members 
informed.
 Queens of Spades Garden Club 
has unfortunately had to say good-
bye to several members. Longtime 
member Ann Chandler sold her 
home in Soap Lake and moved to 
Michigan to be closer to family. In 
October Past President Cristy Eaton 
passed away and in November we 
lost Past President Betty Kelley 
at the age of 97. They will all be 
missed. The club has transitioned 
from a couple of outdoor meetings 
to Zoom meetings. Plans are in the 
works for our annual plant sale to 
take place this year on May 15. They 
are making a few changes to keep 
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members and the community safe 
but are excited to have this event 
to look forward to. The club is also 
sharing a Day of Dedications with 
Appleblossom. Queens of Spades will 
be dedicating a Blue Star By-Way 
Marker June 11, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. 
and then will travel the 25 miles to 
Selah to join in Appleblossom’s Gold 
Star Marker Dedication at 1:00 p.m. 
All garden club members and guests 
are invited to join the dual dedica-
tions that day.
 Toppenish Garden Club has 
found that texting each other is help-
ing keep the members close. They 
canceled their annual swag making 
in December, but several members 
made some swags to sell anyway. 
They are looking forward to spring 
and in-person meetings.
 Woman’s Century Garden De-
partment has not let COVID-19 
slow them down. Several members 
helped at the Blue Star Memorial 
Marker Dedication in November. In 
December they got together to make 
swags to sell. It turned out to be a 
very successful fundraiser for them. 
They also adopted a needy family for 
Christmas and were able to shower 
them with gifts, toys, clothes and 
food.
 Central District is eager to get 
back to the business of garden club 
and dive into community projects 
this year. It will be a happy day when 
we feel safe meeting each other in 
our homes and other venues. Wish-
ing all a Happy Spring.

—Diane Franchini
District Director

Black Hills District

 The executive board of Black 
Hills District has met, along with 
the nominating committee via Zoom. 
Positions have been filled and will be 
voted on by each club and reported 
back at another Zoom board meeting 
on March 12. Illahee Garden Club 
has also been meeting virtually. We 
auctioned items by chatting on Zoom 
with our auctioneer, LeAnna McMa-
han. This has been quite fun. Illahee 
also is planning a plant sale May 8 
beginning at 9 a.m. at our Roadside 
Park on the east end of Randle. Last 
month Meredith Cruz (Kiona Native 
Plants)  presented a Zoom program 
about propagation of native plants. 
Our next presentation will be about 
rain barrels. Olympia Garden Club 
puts out a wonderful newsletter each 
month, and they are having their 
meetings via Zoom also. The Black 
Hills Designers have a monthly vir-
tual meeting—they have an assign-
ment each month, take pictures of 
that design and then we watch the 
PowerPoint presentation and make 
comments during the meeting. This 
isn’t quite the same as the “real” 
thing, but it makes for a fun morn-
ing. Hopefully, many are getting their 
COVID-19 vaccinations, and we will 
be back to the gatherings that we 
have all missed so much.  

—Diane Harper
District Director
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WSFGC District NEWS
Cross Sound District

 As with all clubs in our state, 
Cross Sound District has been strug-
gling to find a site to hold our meet-
ings and therefore has not met since 
March 2020. We have had four board 
meetings held at a member’s home 
where we carried out the club’s busi-
ness. Now that we can gather again 
during Phase 2, we held our March 
18 meeting at the North Mason Bible 
Church in Belfair.
 Each club in our district provides 
their happenings quarterly in our 
official publication “Cross Sound 
Breeze.” They have all been moving 
forward with their civic projects and 
meeting in smaller groups and plan 
to begin holding in-person meetings 
in March.
 Cross Sound District would like 
to extend our welcome to the new 
WSFGC At-Large Club, Plants in 
Power. This is a major accomplish-
ment! 

 —Loretta Lukkasson
Cross Sound District Director

Hill and Dale District

 The Old Soldiers Home in Orting 
will be the new home to 35 homeless 
veterans, named Orting Veterans Vil-
lage. Hill and Dale district is honored 
to have been asked to help.

 In the new Veterans Village these 
vets will receive supportive services 
to help them find the path to a better 
quality of life with the help of skilled 
professionals and their peers.
 Hill and Dale District worked 
with Quixote Communities, getting 
a list of needed items to help set up 
this community of 35 houses. Each 
tiny home has a bathroom and small 
living area. The residents will share a 
kitchen, laundry, meeting and social 
area. All our clubs helped supply 
toiletries, paper goods, towels, coffee 
pot, coffee, lawn mower, and pots 
and pans for the communal kitch-

en along with 
other items.
 As a district 
we will be 
finding other 
ways to help 
support these 
vets; we are 
hoping to help 
with gardening. 
We all know 
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how this helps the soul. We would 
like to be able to help, not only with 
flowers to make it beautiful, but also 
with vegetables to help them with the 
satisfaction that comes with growing 
and eating the product of your hard 
work.

—Rachel Jennings
Hill and Dale District Director

At-Large Club News

 Edmonds Floretum Garden Club 
received a Plant America grant from 
National Garden Clubs to support 
school gardens. The schools here 
have remained closed since March 
2020, so we requested permission 
to revise the project and work with 
a local botanic garden. Then Gover-
nor Inslee shut down the garden! It 
reopened just this month, and we 
immediately launched the first of 
three events. 
  The Project—On February 20-21, 
Floretum held a succulent workshop 
that was open to all students in the 
Edmonds school district. A flier went 
out to 16,000 families, and the local 
online newspaper published two pro-
motional articles. Despite cold rainy 
weather, we had 277 visitors and 

handed out 115 take-home activity 
kits. The families went on a scaven-
ger hunt through the 4-acre garden, 
then took home a kit that contained 
a pot to decorate, a bag of planting 
mix, and a succulent to plant at 
home. 
  We are doing a second event in 
March about strawberries, and one 
in April about birds.
  We collaborated with Kruckeberg 
Botanic Garden. Here’s a link to their 
website: 
https://www.kruckeberg.org/ 
 

—Marty Ronish
President, Edmonds Floretum 

Garden Club

New At-Large Club, 
Power of Plants

 Power of Plants: Plants have 
been a powerful influence in my 
life—both professionally and per-
sonally—and plants have a powerful 
influence in all life on earth. At the 
core of this society [club] was my 
abiding interest in socioeconomic im-
pacts of horticulture, history of plant 
origins and ethnobotanical uses, and 
environmental conservation—any-
thing related to horticulture—com-
bined with a strong desire to learn 
more, do more, and share experienc-
es with others in the garden commu-
nity. 
 Powerful History:  So…why the 
light bulb? Simple. I work and live at 
a hydroelectric project. Owned and 
operated by Seattle City Light since 
1918, the Skagit Project, located in 
the North Cascade National Park, 
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runs 40 miles along the Skagit River 
from the company town of Newhalem 
to the Canadian border. It encom-
passes 42 acres, three dams, three 
powerhouses, and two company 
communities built to house workers 
and their families before WWII. The 
project was famous for its gardens 
and exotic plants—many that re-
quired overwintering in the green-
house. Over time, the gardens, still 
present with trails and bridges, have 
established native and naturalized 
plantings—and a more sustainable 
maintenance schedule! Today fewer 
than 40 employees call Newhalem 
and Diablo home, with most of the 
homes and buildings on the National 
Register of Historic Places.
 2019:  It is surreal that a date 
speaks volumes, and little can be 
added about the impact to our lives, 
habits, and routines. I can only add 
that I also struggle to remain positive 
and healthy since 2019, and along 
with family, friends and co-workers, 
have experienced anxiety, a sense of 
helplessness, and loss of control. 
 Last year I found this state of 
mind was perplexing, since my world 
had not altered much from pre-
COVID times. The growing seasons 
came and went—and living in a 

rural, somewhat 
isolated area, the 
rhythm of my life 
was much the 
same as before the 
pandemic im-
pacts. I did spend 
a season without 
the company of 
co-workers or even 

the tourism we look forward to each 
year. Highway 20 remained closed to 
the public as did the National Park.
 Feeling disconnected, my grand-
kids encouraged me to connect with 
them on Instagram and Marco Polo. 
I happened on to several Garden 
Groups in these social media appli-
cations, sharing pictures and en-
couragement from across the world! 
We all had so much in common. I 
thought, “I can do this; I need to do 
this.”
 ‘Plants in Power’ (the club):  
Historically, Newhalem had a garden 
‘club’ of sorts. Employee spouses 
and families were encouraged to 
help with the landscaping, and they 
would hold contests for best residen-
tial garden. It was a different world 
then, and Newhalem was different. 
It had a school, library, gymnasium, 
community, recreational and aquatic 
centers—even a shooting range. 
Today we are more remote and de-
tached from our neighbors. We no 
longer gather as a community and 
events are not sponsored by Seattle 
City Light outside of work hours, so 
a garden club would have to look 
different.
 I gathered the best resources I 
had available to launch the project…
my family! My husband Bruce, also 
a horticulturist, with my youngest 
daughter Leslie, photographer and 
graphic artist, who is our social 
media expert. Our launch was ‘soft’ 
with a website and social pages on 
Facebook, Instagram, and Linke-
dIn. I enlisted the support of leaders 
within Seattle City Light and Women 
in Power organization and received 
incredible encouragement. The or-

WSFGC District NEWS
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SAVE THE DATE! 
JULY 7, 2021, 11–3

HILL AND DALE DISTRICT 
INVITES YOU TO HELP US 

CELEBRATE 
“TOGETHER AGAIN,” 

AN AFTERNOON OF FRIENDS, 
FOOD AND DESIGN WITH 
JON THRONE. STAY TUNED 
FOR MORE INFORMATION.

tures blog posts and 
a monthly newsletter 
with diverse content 
targeted to those in the 
field and of interest to 
the beginning or hobby 
gardener. The social 
media format encour-
ages participation and 
submission of photos 
and content from the 
public. One side benefit 
has been exposure to 
information and learn-
ing opportunities from 
all over the world. I 

have connected with arborists in the 
U.K., Africa, Canada, and all over the 
U.S.
 Nothing replaces the hands-on 
experience and face-to-face fellow-
ship of a traditional club and we 
hope to expand with local programs 
and events in our future. Utilizing 
sponsorship or fund-raising to defer 
the cost of these endeavors since we 
are currently “fee free” in our mem-
bership. 
 The Future is Well-Lit for 
Plants in Power:  It is my hope that 
as we move closer to the world ahead 
of us, Plants in Power will continue 
to grow and thrive in both the virtual 
and physical realm offering programs 
an opportunities to a more diverse 
membership and in a format that 
meets the needs of our changing life-
styles. 

—Lori Ann Fowler 
President Plants in Power 

www.plantsinpower.garden
plantsinpower@gmail.com

ganization was interested in Plants 
in Power as a source for connectivity 
and wellness. So many are working 
remotely and cut off from the every-
day contact and routines we all have 
become accustomed to. 
 The ‘virtual’ club format enables 
members and participants to choose 
the online venue that is convenient 
to their schedule. Our website fea-
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Tours
Field Trip to Nisqually Wildlife Refuge

 I am a member of Friendly Flow-
er Garden Club in Lacey, part of the 
Black Hills District. Our lives have 
sure been changed by the pandem-
ic. We’re doing church online and 
attending garden club and other 
meetings by Zoom. My husband Jim 
and I still get outside, walking every-
day and gardening. One day we’ll be 
able to gather again and get back to 
volunteering.
  We’ve volunteered at Billy Frank 
Jr. Nisqually National Wildlife Ref-
uge for over a decade. We’ve worked 
in the visitor’s center, helped plant 

and care for a 
nature area, and 
hunted noxious 
weeds with the 
“Weed Warriors.” 
But our favorite 
volunteer ac-
tivities involved 
kids.
  We helped 
with the envi-
ronmental edu-
cation program 

for many years. We have a wonderful 
environmental education building on 
the refuge. Every year about 8,000 
school children visited the refuge, two 
to three classes at a time. Half the 
group spent time learning about the 
natural world inside the education 
building while the other half walked 
the refuge with volunteers and parent 
chaperones. After lunch the groups 
switched places. My husband Jim is 
the bird expert while my passion is 
native plants and we are both excited 
about everything Nisqually.

  We led 
small groups 
of five to 
eight chil-
dren on the 
refuge trails. 
Teachers had 
already gone 
through an 
extensive 
orientation 
and arrived 
with age-ap-
propriate 
goals, usually learning about habitat 
and observing the plants and animals 
on the refuge. Seeing the natural 
world through the eyes of children 
has opened our eyes to the beauty 
and majesty of nature. Every trip was 
a unique experience. Perhaps by next 
fall we’ll be welcoming children back 
to adventures on the refuge.
  The Nisqually Wildlife Refuge 
preserve is operated by the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. It is located on 
the Nisqually River Delta near Puget 
Sound 
in north-
eastern 
Thurston 
Coun-
ty. The 
address 
is 100 
Brown 
Farm Rd. 
NE, Olym-
pia, WA.
 

—Cherry 
Pedrick

Photos by Cherry Pedrick
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 Last summer, every Tuesday, I 
would gather up my two oldest grand-
sons and we would drive to either a 
state park or some other destination. 
 One week I decided to take them 
to a beach on the coast where my 
husband and I had camped years 
ago. I told them that the beach we 
were going to had rocks that were flat 
or close to it and that it was a great 
place to splash around in the water.
 To get there you drive on Highway 
101 through the Quinault Indian 
Reservation and just as you leave the 
reservation you enter the Olympic Na-
tional Park on the Washington Coast. 
We were going to South Beach, but 
it was full and there was no place to 
park.
 We drove up further to Beach 
1 where there was parking off the 
road. As we were walking down to the 
beach, we encountered this sign: 

Travels

 The three of us were intrigued so 
decided to take a detour before going 
to the beach. And to our amazement 
this is what we discovered: 

 The short trail 
leads you through 
a Sitka spruce 
forest where the 
trees have devel-
oped burls. They 
do not know what 
caused the burls, 
but the thought 
is they might be 
from a virus or 
something car-
ried in the ocean 
spray. 
 We took our 
time walking 
through the for-
est—we had never 
seen anything 
like it. When we 
emerged from the 
forest it was a 
short walk to the 
beach. And guess 
what? We found 
that all the rocks 
were flat, or close 
to it!   
 I would en-
courage you to 
take a weekend 
drive to see these 
amazing trees, 
flat rocks and 

beautiful beach.

—Dorrie Carr, WSFGC President

Photos by Dorrie Carr
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ellen rector, editor

HORTICULTURE
ellen rector, editorellen rector, editor

Let’s Get Excited!
 Plant breeders have been busy 
working to provide us with long 
blooming plants with plenty of color 
and foliage that lasts too. Have you 
taken a good look at Catharanthus 
roseus (Annual Vinca) lately? Not 
that many years ago you had one 
color choice of bloom and that was 
white petals with a red eye. Now in 
the Cora Series alone you have six 
luscious choices of color. Vibrant 
five-petaled flowers top the robust 
mound of highly disease-resistant, 
lustrous green foliage. These plants 
thrive in high heat and tolerate hu-
midity. I had a lovely pot of these in 
a medium purple placed in a sunny 
spot against a light-colored wall that 
reflected heat back onto them and 
they bloomed marvelously right up 
until a hard frost put an end to their 
show. This was an incredibly hot 
spot and these plants never faltered! 
They come in a solid medium purple, 
a solid hot fuchsia, a solid almost 
red, a white with a red eye, a light 
purple with a white eye, and a light 
fuchsia with a white eye. At maturity 
they are about 14–16 inches tall and 
equally wide. They are not too picky 
about soil if it is not soggy and prefer 
full to partial sun.   
 Scaevola hybrids: Fan Flower is 
a tender perennial that for most of 
us performs as an annual. It has 
unique whorls of fan-shaped blooms 
climbing upright stems on compact, 
bushy, semi-trailing plants that have 
durability and heat tolerance. They 
are a great selection for hanging 
baskets and containers. They appre-
ciate a warm, sunny location. I have 

grown them at the edge of mixed bor-
der beds here in the hot, full sun of 
the lower Columbian Basin and they 
performed flawlessly. Scaevola grows 
approximately six to ten inches tall 
and spreads twice that far. They will 
start to bloom in the late spring and 
continuously cover themselves with 
new flowers through the late fall. 
They now are available in five col-
ors—white, light pink, a strong bold 
pink, light purple, and a deep blue.  
 A butterfly magnet, Joe-Pye Weed, 
has large clusters of dusty pink 
flowers. The new cultivar Euphorbia 
purpurea ‘Ruby’ is now sized to fit in 
everyone’s garden. I remember the 
lovely old garden types that did not 
begin to bloom until late summer 
and were easily six feet tall. These 
newbies are a petite 24–32 inches 
tall and approximately that wide. 
They begin to flower earlier than the 
larger types and continue blooming 
into the fall. They are hardy in Zones 
5–9. They appreciate full to partial 
sun and are not too particular about 
soil type.  
 I do not think the humming-
birds that live in and around my 
garden have met a Kniphofia that 
they do not like. They continually 
hover around them as the different 
species and cultivars open from 
late April into late September. One 
of the earliest to bloom is Knipho-
fia thompsonii v snowdenii whose 
flowers resemble an orange Aloe 
flower more than a Kniphofia. This 
particular plant variety continues to 
bloom from late April into the fall. 
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The foliage is also different—being 
sparser than most Kniphofia—and it 
spreads by rhizomes to fill in a patch 
fairly quickly. The flower stalks are 
easily four feet tall with their bright 
orange flowers. It is hardy in Zones 
6a through 11, but if you have good 
drainage and are willing to mulch a 
little it will most likely survive into a 
colder zone. To take you into the fall, 
another excellent choice is Kniphofia 
rooperi — Rooper’s fall–flowering Red 
Hot Poker. This plant is also a bit 
atypical in that it has a broad, squat-
ty head each exquisitely patterned 
yellow at the bottom and bright or-
ange all the way to the top. The first 
three-foot-tall flower stalks emerge in 
late July and continue through Oc-

Red Hot Poker Photo By Eléonore H, Adobe stock 

tober, which is long after most other 
Kniphofias have faded into obscurity. 
If winter temperatures do not fall 
below 20 degrees, it will bloom again 
in March. Hardy in Zones 7a to 10b; 
it enjoys full sun but will perform in 
part sun also.  
 I do hope you will be bold and try 
new plants this summer in your gar-
den. Keep those old faithful “friends,” 
but do not be afraid to explore the 
new plants that are coming into 
both local nurseries and retail online 
nurseries.       

—Ellen Rector
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design
linda Maida, editorlinda Maida, editorlinda Maida, editor

LeMay Car 
Museum 

metal sculpture 
and painted 

‘Snake Gourd’.

LeMay 
Added Reflective 
materials: dried 

painted arti-
chokes, punched 

aluminum, 
plastic do-dads 
-tied in plastic 

with fish line and 
used hot glue

A less pleasing 
view. Metal bar 

cuts across 
artichoke.

Making it 
Better!

Editing is always 
important.

Recycle, Remake, 
Reimagine

 When we read the flower show 
schedule for design, the class titles 
often leave us puzzled about where 
to start. First, the section and class 
titles should not be taken literally; 
they are meant to get our imagina-
tions working. Think about a variety 
of components that would depict that 
theme—an Elvis 45 record comes to 
mind. Often the idea you start with 
is not the idea you finish with; try 
different containers and components. 
The most rewarding part of designing 
is the process. Trust me, sometimes 
there can be lots of process! 
 Debbie Spiller, a passionate de-
signer, has had many designs in the 
Vision of Beauty calendar and this 
is the second year she has had the 
cover. That does not mean they just 
magically come together; half the fun 
is trying new ideas. Debbie photo-
graphed a step-by-step tutorial of a 
design she did for Hill & Dale’s design 
group titled “LeMay Car Museum.” 
She graciously agreed to share it with 
us. A picture really is worth a thou-
sand words.
 Erase the “I can’t” from your vo-
cabulary and exchange it for “I can.” 
Because you can! I look forward to 
seeing what you have accomplished 
when we once again meet for flower 
shows.

—Linda Maida
WSFGC Judges Chairman 
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A bit more…..

Oh yeah…

Two views

The LeMay car museum was our inspiration. I thought of automotive facto-
ries: bent steel, chrome bumpers, punched metal and graceful curves. I went 
Reflective Design and metallic hues.
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WSFGC Awards

awards
 As a reminder, the award year 
begins January 1 and runs through 
December 31. Only activities, proj-
ects, publications, etc. performed be-
tween those dates may be submitted 
for the 2020 award year. The last of 
the 2020 WSFGC award applications 
are due April 1. The directory pages 
referred to below are found in the 
2019–2021 WSGC Directory.
  There are a few changes or up-
dates in the award requirements and 
applications for the 2021 award year 
to comply with NGC and PR awards. 
Please note, you should go to the PR 
and NGC website for more clarifica-
tion, or contact your specific award 
chairman or the state chairman. 
Many awards can only be applied for 
every two years, if it is the same proj-
ect or activity. We will try to adjust 
our WSFGC award descriptions to 
comply.
 WSFGC Past President Lois Dona-
hue Award of Achievement (pg. 56) 
is due every year by January 1, sub-
mitted to our Past President’s awards 
chairman. The application must be 
submitted by the member’s district. 
The winner of this award, if quali-
fied, goes on to the Pacific Region for 
competition and then on to NGC to 
compete for the Member Award of 
Honor. Changes in our state require-
ments and description are: 1) the 
applicant has shown through her/his 
volunteer efforts exceptional promo-
tion of NGC goals and objectives for 

the past five year period, also; 2) the 
applicant may not have served on 
the NGC board; 3) The application, a 
book of evidence with up to 6-single 
sided pages bound by a cover is to be 
submitted. A photo of the applicant is 
required in the application. The ap-
plication form is not included in the 
6-page application. The application 
form is to contain only the informa-
tion in the top section asking for 
applicant’s name, club, state, district, 
award name and number, etc. Elec-
tronic applications are not accepted. 
 Past President Joyce Lounsber-
ry’s Garden Therapy Award, (pg. 
59) describes Active Garden Ther-
apy, which involves assisting physi-
cally or mentally challenged persons 
in garden-related activities, such 
as gardening, floral arrangements, 
field trips, study of wildlife, nature 
and conservation. WSFGC Garden 
Therapy Award (pg. 48) asks for 
active and/or passive garden therapy. 
Active is as described above; Pas-
sive is described as presenting flower 
arrangements, hospital decorations 
or care facility decorations and/or 
special holiday treats. In the past, a 
winner was selected in both catego-
ries; active and passive. For 2021 and 
future award years only one winner 
will be selected. If worthy, the winner 
will be sent on to the Pacific Region, 
and if the requirements are met, on to 
NGC for further competition.
 The Pacific Region Garden 



21Spring Issue • Apr May Jun 2021 WSFGC Washington Garden & Design

Therapy Award (page 119) offers 
an award for any worthwhile activity 
or service project (active or seden-
tary) designed to help the physically 
or learning challenged. First place 
winners may not apply again for the 
same (continuing) project for two 
years, but may apply for another 
activity or project. The NGC Therapy 
Garden Award [editor’s note: not 
listed in book, but is listed on NGC 
website] requirements are the estab-
lishment or restoration of a garden 
or gardens to benefit the physically 
or learning challenged, residents in 
nursing homes, schools, prisons, 
low-income housing, cancer centers, 
etc. These include barrier free gar-
dens, accessible gardening, commu-
nity gardens, meditation gardens at 

hospitals, etc. The goal of these gar-
dens can also be to increase aware-
ness or to give hope.
  Change or Confirmation: The 
WSFGC deadline for garden therapy 
awards will change to December 1. 
All applications are to be sent to the 
Past Presidents Awards Chairman. In 
addition, if a first place is won at the 
PR or NGC level the same project or 
activity can only be applied for every 
two years. 
 FYI:  The club and district size 
chart on page 49 is incorrect. The 
correct size chart is on pg. 41.
  Look for more changes to come. 

—Terry Critchlow
Awards Chairman

Because of corona virus Covid-19, there 
are no advertisements in this issue. 
We are all staying home and staying 

safe. When restrictions are lifted, please 
consider advertising again. Ad sizes and 
rates are in your Program and Meeting 
Guide 2019-2021, pages 46-48. This 
can be downloaded from the member 

section of wagardenclubs.com.
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Springtime is the Perfect Time
for Investing in Future Gardeners

 Children are resilient, but this 
year has been a challenge for all of 
our youth. Keeping their distance and 
wearing masks is surely foreign to 
everyone. Garden clubs haven’t been 
able to pursue projects with youth as 
in “normal” times. 
 I had an encouraging report from 
Leanne Jewett, Recycled Sculpture 
Chairman. She related that she had 
five submissions from Rosalia Garden 
Club. Also, as you see in her article 
following, Evie Marwood, Woodsy 
Owl/ Smokey Bear Poster Contest 
Chairperson, also had posters sub-
mitted. In speaking with our Poetry 
Contest Chairman, Joyce Johnson 
she reports that there were was no 
poetry submitted. Now that schools 
are opening up a little more, hopefully 
we will have some Pollinator Power 
Posters to submit to Chairman Mary 
Lou Paulson.
 Spring is the perfect time to work 
with future gardeners. If we are 
still limited in getting together with 

Youth
Vicki Westerberg, Youth editorVicki Westerberg, Youth editorVicki Westerberg, Youth editor

schools and scouts and 4H, that 
doesn’t mean we can’t invest in our 
family or neighborhood circle. I want 
to encourage you as a parent, grand-
parent, aunt, uncle, etc. to search out 
our nature-hungry children and part-
ner with them to plant the gardening 
seed, the walking in nature seed, the 
birding seed. 
 Here is one really fun project that 
I think would make a child feel very 
special. Write their name or initials 
with seeds in the ground and watch 
them come up and bloom. Of course, 
you could also create the outline of 
an animal or a word  such as JOY or 
LAUGH. This idea was found in the 
book “Gardening Projects for Kids” 
by Jenny Hendy. She suggests using 
marigold or ageratum seeds.
 Investing in future gardeners 
reaps priceless dividends. Happy 
Spring and Happy Gardening.

—Vicki Westerberg
WG&D Youth Editor
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Woodsy Owl Youth Poster Contest 2020-2021

 The 2020-2021 poster contest was 
dedicated to Woodsy Owl’s 50th birth-
day! Students from first through fifth 
grade were invited to participate in 
the 2021 Poster Contest kickoff last 
fall. Several of our districts and clubs 
helped to celebrate Woodsy’s birth-
day by teaching conservation practic-
es and by participating in the poster 
contest. Because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, most posters were encour-
aged by the grammas and moms in 
our clubs working with their families 
and youth groups to create and sub-
mit these posters.
  Four Districts including six clubs 
participated. Seventeen posters 
were submitted representing youth 

grades one to five. First place posters 
for each grade level received award 
recognition including an Award Rib-
bon, Certificate of Appreciation and 
Woodsy Owl gifts. 
 Pacific Region announced their 
Regional Winners in March. WSFGC 
has Winners in the Regional Contest. 
These participants will be receiving 
Award Certificates and a stuffed 
Woodsy Owl gift. The certificate and 
gift will be sent to the WSFGC Dis-
tricts sponsoring these youth. Re-
gional first place Winner posters will 
be forwarded to the National Garden 
Club competition. National winners 
will be announced in late April.

First Place Winners by Grade:

Name   Grade   District / Club
Hadley Hudkins 1st Grade  At-Large / Rosalia
Evelyn Snyder  2nd Grade  Chinook / Marine Hills
Reilly Holmes  3rd Grade  Chinook / Parkside
Ava Bowman  4th Grade  Hill & Dale / Dogwood
Kinsey Hudkins 5th Grade  At-Large / Rosalia

Pacific Region First Place, Second Place and Third Place Winners:

Award  Name   Grade  District / Club
First Place: Evelyn Snyder  2nd Grade Chinook / Marine Hills
First Place: Reilly Holmes  3rd Grade Chinook /Parkside
Second Place: Hadley Hudkins 1st Grade At Large / Rosalia
Third Place: Kinsey Hudkins 5th Grade At Large / Rosalia

  
—Evie Marwood

WSFGC Chairman
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Saving our Birds

 Millions of birds are killed or 
injured each year by flying into 
windows. Birds do not perceive the 
window as a barrier; instead they see 
the reflection in the glass as a seam-
less continuation of habitat.
 There are many products on the 
market to help prevent these disas-
ters.
 We added a sun room onto our 
home and realized there was a lot 
of glass windows that would pose a 
problem for all the birds in our Back-
yard Wildlife Sanctuary.
 I discovered a product from a com-
pany called Bird’s Eye View. Bird’s 
Eye View helps reduce bird window 
collisions by making the glass more 
visible to our feathered friends. Since 
bird vision extends well into the ultra-

violet range, the solution is a product 
that emits light where bird vision is 
sensitive but human vision is not. 
 To birds, the film presents a bright 
blue glow spreading out in all di-
rections across the window surface 
disrupting the reflection of habitat. 
To people it appears as a faint white 
geometric design. The window film 
squares come in different sizes and 
they are put on the inside of the win-
dow.
 This product seems to work for 
me and has saved the birds in our 
yard from striking the windows—an 
excellent solution. Their website is: 
abirdseyeview.com 

—Ann Kronenwetter
WSFGC Bird Chairman
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in memoriam
Anita Wheeler was an Inspiration to 
Central Valley Garden Club, always 
bringing us insights and lovely writ-
ings. She was very creative, loved 
to garden, grow dahlias, and make 
arrangements for Pleasant Valley 
Church every week until she was in 
her 90’s.
 
Anita was the last, original Charter 
member (1947) of Crystal Grange in 
Brownsville having served as their 
Chaplain for most of her 74 years 
there.
 
And what a cook. She was a marvel-
ous hostess, kind and fun. She loved 
to play pinochle and go camping when 
not pulling weeds in her vegetable and 
flower gardens. She always loved Elvis 

Presley’s gospel songs and his beautiful voice. She was married 
42 years to Ernest Graves (Madeline, Mary, and Joyce’s dad) 
until his death. She then fell in love with Leon Wheeler, a fellow 
Granger who had lost his wife, and they had 23 years together 
on his 10-acre farm in Central Valley. 
 
 Anita was born and raised on a full operational Guernsey/
Jersey cow farm, where her dad supplied milk and butter to the 
community of Coos Bay, Oregon. She could tell you the cutest 
stories of times on the farm and when 
she got her first nylon stockings with the 
seams down the back. She was a classy 
lady, humble, giving, and loved everyone. 
She had two sisters and one brother. She 
was of Swiss/French origins.

God had a purpose for Anita and we will 
miss her.

—Madeline West, daughter

Photo of Anita Wheeler (from the collec-
tion of Madeline West)
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book reviews
christine dillinger. editorchristine dillinger. editorchristine dillinger. editor

Fuchsias

Richard 
Rosenfeld
DK Garden 
Guides
2003 Dorling 
Kindersley Ltd
$13.00 
paperback

This guide has 
beautiful color pictures of 300 vari-
eties of fuchsias with a description 
and plant profile of each one giving 
hardiness and habit. I will use this 
to figure out the ones to buy at the 
nursery to enjoy longer than one 
summer. The introduction provides 
simple steps for planting and propa-
gating. A list of suppliers at the end 
includes The Earthworks in Coving-
ton, WA.

Chateau of Flow-
ers, 
The Romantic 
Story of Lily of the 
Valley

Margaret Rome
1971 Harlequin 
Books
$7.95 hardback

A quick read for sit-
ting in the sunshine 

of your garden. The usual love story 
of the mousey daughter of a vicar 
who cares for an irritating rude rich 
young French man who was blinded 
in an accident. Good description of 
the growing of flowers for perfume 
making.

The Room Outside
Designing Your 
Perfect Outdoor 
Living Space

David Stevens
2007 Sterling 
Publishing Co
$24.95 hardbound

I know you are looking at your 
backyard and dreaming of a change 
that would help to enjoy it more. The 
author and photographer has provid-
ed many ideas for relaxing, dining, 
playing, or working, using pictures 
and landscaping text. Maybe new 
structures, a hill with wide steps to 
a landing, or specific plantings for 
privacy are what you need?

Ferns and Fern Allies 
of California

Steve J. Grillos
1974 University of 
California Press
$4.95 paperback

This is a pocket botani-
cal guide to help identify 

ferns of the west coast, although 
mostly of California. There are kinds 
that live in the lowlands or up in 
higher elevations—both wet and dry 
habitats. The fern allies are seven 
different genus like horsetails or club 
mosses. This book has identification 
keys using the structural compo-
nents as well as the spore design on 
back sides of leaves. Good drawings 
with habitat and range help in the 
identification. At the close are ways 
to preserve by drying or printing and 
also how to propagate.
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Dear Garden Club Members,

 We are now well into 2021 and still in the midst 
of the pandemic! Who would have thought we would 
still be here? The long-awaited vaccine is offering a 
glimmer of hope. I don’t know about you, but it took 
me about a month to secure an appointment. By 
the time of the publication of this issue I will have 
had my second dose and will feel much better about 
gatherings with friends and family or in going out 
to a restaurant…or not. It is going to take a long 
time to feel that things are “normal” again. I bet we 
will still see mask-wearers at large gatherings like 
games, concerts, conventions, etc., especially people 
who are immunocompromised. The experts say that 
other viruses are out there waiting to pounce. I hope 
we are more prepared next time.
 My garden club met for a ‘real’ in-person 
meeting at our usual church location a few weeks 
ago, and while it was really nice to ‘see’ members 
in person, having to wear masks and keep a 6-foot 
distance proved almost impossible for the 2+ hour 
duration, as long as we weren’t seated in our 
spaced-out chairs. Speakers took their masks off so 
that people could hear them (or perhaps more help-
ful, read their lips). Milling about the room to fill in 
sign-up sheets, peruse the sale table, and especially 
to eat the lovely snacks provided was more of a close 
encounter event. You can’t eat wearing a mask! The 
program by a local nursery owner was a demon-
stration on putting together container gardens, and 
proved very informative and helpful. All-in-all, the 
meeting was productive and we had a great time.  
 This brings up my thoughts on Diane Franchi-
ni’s article “Finding Shoes that Fit…” I agree we 
will need to deal with the fact that not all members 
will be getting the vaccine, for whatever the reason, 
medical or philosophical. I think that each club will 
have to navigate the uncertainty of this time by a 
consensus of their members—proof of vaccination 
or masks for everyone—until the CDC and other 
experts tell us it is safe to gather again with no 
restrictions (is that even a possibility?)
 I am feeling optimistic about the future of our 
districts, seeing how hard and well everyone has 
been dealing with the limitations of the past year. 
This is just a blip in a long history of success. 

Becky Westby, Managing Editor
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Poetry
JoYce JohnsonJoYce JohnsonJoYce Johnson

Gardening in Springtime

Gardening in springtime,
I am truly Nature’s child.
The sun is newly warming,
The winds have slowed to mild.
Everything around me
Is so eager to begin.
My tools and knees are freshly oiled.
Spring has uncovered Eden.
Azaleas and rhododendrons
Have set the merry pace.
The bursting bulbs and apple trees
Are joining in the race.
I’m just as keen as they are
I’m coming up to speed.
This little bit of Heaven
Is all I’ll ever need.
This pure unfettered beauty
Has a few short weeks and then
The vigilance and the diligence
And hard work will begin.

Grand plans of the winter
Must now be pruned a bit,
So space and time and energy,
Will all begin to fit.
The annuals in their tiny pots,
Are begging for release.
The slug is waiting nearby
To get himself a piece.
Not wanting to use pesticides,
I go on the attack
And as he starts to nibble,
I give him a big whack.
The aphids on my roses,
Will not survive the blast
Of water from my garden hose.
I’ll finish them off fast.
I’m proud of my lovely, landscaped yard
And glad to share my flowers
With all who stop to see them.
Gardening brings me happy hours.
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April 26-27, 2021 CANCELED WSFGC Symposium, Little Creek Casino   
  Resort, Shelton, WA

June 7-10, 2021    CANCELED Convention and Installation of Officers,   
  Hotel Windrow, Ellensburg, WA 

events
Editor’s Note: Due to the impact of the coronavirus and 
COVID-19, check with the event coordinator to determine 
whether the event will be held as scheduled.

OUR MISSION:
Washington State Federation of  
Garden Clubs coordinates the  

interests of garden clubs to provide 
education, resources and 

 networking opportunities for its 
members in promoting gardening, 

floral design, civic and environmental 
responsibility.

Annual Submission Reminder

Deadline Issue Months  

June 1 Summer, #1 July-Aug-Sept 

September 1 Fall, #2 Oct-Nov-Dec 

December 1 Winter, #3 Jan-Feb-Mar 

March 1 Spring, #4 Apr-May-June 

Summer Deadline: June 1, 2021

All electronic articles should be e-mailed to 
Becky Westby, bkwestby@gmail.com


