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President’s desk
“Yesterday is History. Tomorrow is a mystery.  
And today? Today is a gift. That is why we call it the 
Present.”

– Babatunde Olatunji

Dear Garden Club Members

I must thank Linda Maida and the State Judges 
Council for the very unique and fun flower show, 
“A Creative Adventure,” held in March during the Spring Board session. 
The show was unique because it was not a judged flower show. Instead, 
it gave attendees a chance to see all 40 design types listed in the flower 
show handbook. Nine workshops were also offered for members to enjoy. 
If you missed this show, you missed a great adventure! If you would like 
to see pictures of the designs go on the WSFGC website and click on the  
“Design Types Booklet.”

We’ve had some changes in the garden club world that I’d like to write 
about. The magazine has gone digital and is being offered free of charge to 
all members – what an exciting change! We have a newsletter managing 
editor for the digital format - Becky Westby. Becky hails from the Ever-
green Garden Club, Cross Sound District. She is the editor of the district 
newsletter, The Breeze. Thank you Becky for volunteering!

With the new format we’re hoping to reach more members. District Di-
rectors and Club Presidents will have the responsibility of forwarding the 
newsletter to as many members as possible. And because it’s free and 
sent by email, members can forward it to nongarden club members. It will 
also be available on the WSFGC website in the members-only section.

The other change that we are experiencing was not of our choosing. The 
pandemic has turned the world as we know it upside down. For the gar-
den club world that meant canceling district and club meetings, canceling 
or postponing conventions, canceling or reformatting fundraising events, 
and the list goes on. Wow, what a change to our world in more than four 
months. And until there is a vaccine, the new normal will be wearing face 
masks and social distancing of some sort. 

One of the conventions that rescheduled was the WSFGC. It will now be 
held the 29th of September through the 1st of October. Ellensburg is a 
great place to hold the convention – the temperatures will be just about 
right going in to the fall. You can bet we’ll be ready for a fun time, so 
make sure you get your reservations made early!
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Acer palmatum var. dissectum in 
the foreground, near the pond. 
Dissectum refers to the deeply 
cut, feathery nature of the leaves.

INVESTING IN FUTURE GARDENERS
Gardening with Youth 

The garden club world didn’t come to a complete halt. You know what 
they say “every cloud has a silver lining,” and our districts and clubs are 
stepping up – finding innovative ways to hold flower shows,  online plant 
sales with curbside pickup, and many other ideas. 
I applaud you all for being so creative!

Dorrie Carr
                 

Dorrie Carr, WSFGC President
2019-2021,

hdcarr@outlook.com
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convention
Convention Planning – What a Ride
By Diane Franchini, 2020 Convention Chairman

I’ve never really been a fan of roller 
coasters.  Their basic structures look 
a bit shaky to me, and I’ve never 
been fond of gaining incredible highs 
just to be plunged into devastating 
lows. I try to function on a more even 
keel. That’s just who I am.

After two months of Covid-19 shut-
downs, we find ourselves at the top 
of that steep roller coaster climb 
ready to take that “stomach-in-my-
throat” plunge – right at that point 
where we collectively hold our breath 
in uncertain anticipation of what’s to 
come next.  

Charting New Territory for a  
Convention

Being an obsessive planner and 
organizer (as well as an unrelenting 
optimist) I’m pleased to say that the 
2020 WSFGC Convention, “Welcome 
to the ‘Burg Where East Meets West” 
has been rescheduled so that we 
can still meet together and catch up 
with garden club friends from across 
the state.  From the very beginning 
this has been an “unconventional 
convention” and it will continue to be 
molded into a form that will allow us 
to move forward.  It’s bound to look 
and feel a little different from what 
we’ve experienced in the past, but 
sometimes different can be better for 
everyone.

The New Details

• The dates have been changed 
with Hotel Windrow to Tuesday, 
September 29 through Thursday, 

October 1, 2020.  Those who made 
reservation for the June conven-
tion have been contacted and have 
rebooked for September. Hotel 
booking deadline is now August 
28.

• The “old” registration form can 
still be used but a rescheduled 
form is now available from Diane 
Franchini at franchinisd@gmail.
com, on the WSFGC website, or in 
this newsletter.  Deadline is now 
September 15 to register.

• We’ve added a ½ day (September 
29th) for the Special Breakout 
meetings beginning at 1:00 pm, 
but we did not change the regis-
tration package cost or number of 
meals included.  Dinner on the 29 
will be “Explore Ellensburg Eater-
ies” allowing for a variety of options 
on your own or in small groups.

• The Pre-Convention Board Meeting 
will be held the morning of the 30 
but will also include an adapta-
tion of the Fall and Winter Board 
Meetings.  Strange you might say, 
but think of this as a 3 for 1 deal!!  
Three board meetings + one hotel 
reservation and one registration = 
a big savings for our members.

• We may be required to add face 
masks to our garden club attire, 
but even if we are past that re-
quirement by then we have decided 
to add a face mask fashion show 
to one of our lunches. So, now’s 
the time to get crafting or sewing 
a special garden-related face mask 
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and join in our First-ever Face 
Mask Fashion Show!

• At this time, the tours are all the 
same as before.  We’ve been reach-
ing out to the businesses involved 
and some are difficult to contact at 
this time. We will persevere, and 
look forward to showing you what 
Ellensburg has to offer.

• As of right now, the Dedications for 
a Blue Star Marker in Ellensburg 
and a Gold Star Marker in Selah 
have not been rescheduled, but we 
will let you know when we are able 
to hold those prestigious ceremo-
nies.

I think that should provide everyone 
with enough information and hope-
fully a reason or two to look forward 
to the newly revamped and resched-

uled 2020 Convention – “Welcome 
to the ‘Burg Where East meets 
West.”

Today, I’m trying to find a balance 
between panic and embracing the 
chance to slow my pace.  I am trying 
to maintain a little bit of my normal 
routine – cup of tea in the morning, 
get dressed, do my hair and make-
up (even if I’m just going out in my 
yard), eat a good breakfast. And I 
definitely am looking forward to Sep-
tember 29th when we can greet one 
another and share our stories like 
never before.

Questions???  
Contact Diane Franchini,
 franchinisd@gmail.com

Gardening School Series 12, Course 3
Gardening School Series 12, Course 
3 will be held via Zoom technology 
August 12-13, 2020. Subjects to be 
covered include: Factors that influ-
ence plant growth, New plant devel-
opment and evaluation, Container 
gardening – outdoor, Houseplant 
basics, Teaching tour of the Bellevue 
Botanical Garden, and Trees for all 
seasons. 

Participants must have a desktop or 
laptop computer, tablet, or iPad with 
audio and video capability. Partic-
ipants must attend a test/practice 
session to orient themselves to the 
Zoom expectations and practice; 

this will be scheduled for a few days 
before the course.

The School host is Marine Hills 
Garden Club. The Local Chairman is 
Brynn Tavasci, brynn-tavasci@com-
cast.net; and the Registrar is Marilee 
Capodanno, capodanno@comcast.net.

Debbie Angel will be the Zoom Tech-
nical Administrator,  
debbielangel@gmail.com.

The registration form and brochure 
is available on the WSFGC website: 
https://www.wagardenclubs.com.
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Convention

Walking Tour, Historic Ellensburg 
Buildings

Learn about Ellensburg’s rich history 
and the architecture of the city as 
you leisurely walk the historic 
section of Ellensburg. The unusual
architectural features of the down-
town buildings provide some of 
the most memorable photographs of 
the city.

Walking Tour, CWU Japanese  
Garden/Butterfly Garden and 

Greenhouses
You will stroll through the beauti-
ful Central Washington University 
campus to find some hidden trea-
sures.  The Japanese Gardens were 
designed and created by Japanese 
Landscape Architect, Masa Mizuno. 
Each year he visits the gardens and 
offers consultation and training to 
the CWU grounds crew who main-
tain the garden.  Then visit the Leah 
Polacek Butterfly Garden, one of the 
only open air butterfly gardens on 
a college campus anywhere in the 

world. This charming sanctuary was 
born out of the tragic loss of an art 
instructor’s daughter.  Time permit-
ting you will end with a visit of the 
CWU Greenhouses.

Wine Tasting Ellensburg, Caravan 
and Walking

This tour begins with a short drive 
into the Yakima Canyon to visit 
Ellensburg Canyon Winery. This 
winery is a sustainably farmed vine-
yard with 85 solar panels. Wines are 
under $25.
From there we will head back into 
town to Gard Vintners where wine 
tasting, craft beers, and food are 
available. There is a $10 tasting fee, 
which is refundable with a bottle 
purchase. Wines vary from $16 to 
$85 a bottle. Between Gard and a 
short walk to the last stop you’ll 
pass several small gift shops and 
unique clothing stores. The last stop 
is Grapes and Crepes Restaurant, 
Wine, and Bottle Shop. This fami-
ly-owned business offers wines from 
around the world as well as Spar-
kling Cider from locally owned Wheel 
Line Cider.  There is a $12 tasting 
fee which is refundable with a bottle 
purchase. Check out the menu with 
everything crepes. Chocolates, jams, 
and other small gift items are avail-
able here also. Before heading back 
to the hotel, you may want to stop by 
Ellensburg Floral or the Purple Door 
Quilt Shop just across the street.

Optional Tours
September 30, 2020 • 1:30 – 5:00 p.m.

Select your 1st, 2nd, 3rd choice on the registration form.
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Walking Tour,  
Museums in Ellensburg

Visit the two main museums in 
Ellensburg located in the downtown 
area.  The Kittitas County Historical 
Museum was founded by ancestors 
of valley pioneers and began as a 
one-room museum in the 1960s. The 
present day museum features arti-
facts from nearly every era of life in 
Kittitas County.  The Clymer Muse-
um of Art features original artwork of 
John F. Clymer.  He was born in El-
lensburg in 1907 and is well known 
for his many illustrations featured on 
the covers of “Field and Stream” and 
“The Saturday Evening Post.” Exhib-
its also include local artists. It also 
has a gift shop.

Walking Tour, Art Installations 
and Galleries in Ellensburg

(Note: This tour may be combined 
with the Museum Tour.) Within a 
very few blocks, you will have the 
opportunity to see a wide variety 
of sculptures, murals, barn quilt

blocks, and a couple of Fine Art 
Galleries. The highlight of this tour 
may be a stroll past Dick and Jane’s 
Spot, a work in progress for over 
35 years.  The entire corner lot is 
an outdoor art collection with over 
10,000 bottle caps and thousands of 
reflectors.

Wild Horse Wind Farm Tour  
(Caravan)

Located a short drive from downtown 
Ellensburg, the Wild Horse Wind 
Farm sits high atop a portion of 
Horse Heaven Hills on Whiskey Dick 
Mountain. You will be able to observe 
the massive wind turbines up close 
as well as take in the breath-taking 
majestic views, the native wildflow-
ers and sage-brush that are home to 
a variety of wildlife. This is the only 
combined wind and solar facility in 
the U.S. (Note: Be prepared for wind 
on this tour!)
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Sample of Best Gardens in  
Ellensburg (Caravan or Walking)

The three gardens you’ll visit are 
all close to downtown and each 
is unique. Garden one is called 
“Abagail’s Secret Garden.” Abagail is 
the historical Victorian home, and 
the gardens are explosively rich in 
volume and variation. Everywhere 
you look is something to stimulate 
the senses. Garden two is a “Country 
Garden,” meaning that it is equal to 
two city lots located within the city. 
The Victorian home on this property 
was built in 1895 and showcases an 
unusual Japanese Lilac that is over 
100 years old.  The entire garden 
feels quiet and private. Garden three 
is a beautiful “picture puzzle” garden 
that is abundant with vegetables, 
legumes, fruit trees, and flowers. 
Visitors move through Feng Shui in-
fluenced paths throughout the small 
footprint corner lot. (The three gar-
dens are within three to ten blocks 
from the hotel.)

Olmstead Place Historical  
State Park (Caravan)

A Discover Pass is required  
for parking

Tour Olmstead Place Historical State 
Park’s beautiful heritage gardens 
maintained by the award-winning 
Olmstead-Smith Historical Garden-
ers. The gardens flow from the 1875 
log cabin and surround the histor-
ical structures of this homestead. 
Enjoy diverse heirloom plants, some 
of which were established by the Ol-
mstead-Smith family. Some of these 
cultivars are quite rare. An addition-
al tour will be offered to see inside 
the log cabin and the 1908 Smith 
House museum. 

Select your first, second, third 
choice on the registration form.

Advertise your next 
district or club event 

in your magazine, 
Washington Garden & 

Design. Download  
information from 

wagardenclubs.com 
or from your  

WSFGC Program and 
Meeting Guide. 
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Convention
                                                          

                                    WWaasshhiinnggttoonn  SSttaattee  FFeeddeerraattiioonn  ooff  GGaarrddeenn  CClluubbss  
                   87th  Annual Convention – Sept. 29, 30, Oct. 1,2020 

              ““WWeellccoommee  ttoo  tthhee  ‘‘BBuurrgg  WWhheerree  EEaasstt  MMeeeettss  WWeesstt””  
Hotel Windrow, 502 N. Main St., Ellensburg, WA 98926 

Telephone: 509-962-8000 or hotelwindrow.com 
Mention group code WSFGC for the special group rate of $135 plus tax.  Valet parking $10. 

                                                                  Deadline August 28, 2020 
      

 

Last Name ________________________________________   First Name _________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________ City____________________ State__________ Zip__________ 
 
E-Mail Address for confirmation: _______________________________________ Telephone:_________________ 
 
Garden Club: _____________________________________________  District______________________________ 
 

BADGE INFORMATION – Please check all that apply: 
___WSFGC President  ___WSFGC Officer    ___WSFGC Chairman  ___WSFGC Life Member 
___Pacific Region Director        ___Pacific Region Officer      ___Pacific Region Chairman           ___Pacific Region Life Member     
___NGC President                               ___NGC Officer      ___NGC Chairman  ___NGC Life member 
___Flower Show Judge  ___Gardening Consultant      ___Environmental Consultant      ___Landscape Design Consultant 
___WSFGC Past President  ___Garden Club Member     ___Garden Club President 
___Voting Delegate  ___First Time Attendee    ___Spouse or Guest           
                           
REGISTRATION: (FULL TIME) _______      $  25    $____25____ 
 
FULL PACKAGE  MEAL PLAN: (Includes 2 lunches, GALA Night, Awards Night) $150        $___150____ 
     
                   FULL TIME TOTAL     $175    $____175___ 
     

REGISTRATION:  (PART-TIME) _______      $  25    $____25____ 
  Tuesday, Sept. 29  Special Breakout Meetings  
  Wednesday, Sept. 30: Top of the Burg Lunch      $ 30     $___________ 
  Wednesday, Sept. 30: GALA Dinner -- Design Program                 $ 45     $___________ 
(Additional tickets for GALA Dinner – Design Program ONLY -- pre-sale for $45 (No Registration Fee Required) 
  Thursday, Oct. 1:  Top of the Burg Lunch         $ 30          $___________ 
  Thursday, Oct. 1:         Awards and Honors Banquet                      $ 45          $___________ 
         PART-TIME TOTAL     $___________ 
 
LATE REGISTRATION FEE: If received after September 15, 2020 (Add $10)      $____10___ 
 
OPTIONAL TOURS:  Check if interested – Indicating 1st, 2nd, and 3rd choices.  Some may require walking; others 
may need to caravan. (All tours are September 30th  between 1:30pm – 5:00pm) 
 ___ Walking Tour, Historic Ellensburg Buildings ___ Walking Tour, Art Installations Ellensburg 
 ___ Walking, CWU Japanese Garden/Greenhouses ___ Wild Horse Wind Farm Tour (Caravan) 
 ___ Wine Tasting Ellensburg (Caravan)  ___ Sample of Best Gardens in Ellensburg (Caravan) 
 ___ Walking Tour, Museums in Ellensburg  ___ Olmstead Farm Tour (Caravan)          
 
 
     Diet Restrictions:________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

No Refunds after September 15, 2020 
 

Make check payable to “WSFGC Convention 2020” 
Mail registration and check to Brynn Tavasci,  27507 43rd Ave S, Auburn, WA 98001-1122 

  Contact: Diane Franchini, Convention Chairman     franchinisd@gmail.com or 253-653-0827   

 

RESCHEDULED 



10 2020 WSFGC Washington Garden & Design Summer Issue • Jul Aug Sep

NEWS
WsFGC

Communities Benefitting from WSFGC Project Grants
Diane Franchini, WSFGC Project Grants Chairman

Following the sale of the WSFGC 
Headquarters House many com-
munities around our state will be 
benefitting from the newly generat-
ed WSFGC Project Grants Program.  
Districts and individual garden clubs 
from across the state took advantage 
of this opportunity to further the 
goals of our organization.  Twenty 
applications were submitted request-
ing varying portions of the $10,000 
set aside for the first year of the 
grant program.  The requests totaled 
$14,815, so the grant review commit-
tee had to do a little trimming.

Grants awarded ranged from $250 
to $850, and the projects covered a 
wide range of ways that garden clubs 
can make a huge difference in beau-
tifying their communities. The grant 
program provided a financial boost to 
the clubs, which in turn will be seen 
through enhancing the outdoor spac-
es in our state.  A few of the requests 
were to help with putting on flower 
shows that are open to the public 
and not put on as fundraisers. That’s 
a win-win.

Congratulations to the winners.  
We had planned a big celebration at 
the June Convention, but that will 
now happen during the rescheduled 
September Convention.  We applaud 
all of our first year winners:

Black Hills
 District Project
 Friendly Flowers Garden Club  
  Project

Chinook
 District Project
 Auburn Garden Club Project

Cross Sound
 Evergreen Garden Club Project

East Lake Washington
 East Lake Washington District  
  Project
 Hill n’ Dale Garden Club Project
 Issaquah Garden Club Project
 Pine Lake Garden Club Project
 Sherwood Forest Garden Club  
  Project
 Terra Tillers Garden Club Project

Olympic Peninsula
 Bogachiel Garden Club Project
 Tri-Area Garden Club Project

Clubs-at-large
 Tulip Valley Gardeners  
  (Chuckanut)
 Ee-Dah-Haw Garden Club 
  Project (Inland Empire)
 Rosalia Garden Club Project  
  (Inland Empire)
 Kelso Garden Club (Lewis &  
  Clark)

We look forward to seeing reports of 
the completed projects and hope that 
next year we can offer even more 
grant money to clubs and districts in 
our state.

WsFGCWsFGC
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design
Botanical Arts: Oh So Interesting

Congratulations to Debbie Spiller! Her design, Darkness and Light, will be 
featured on the cover of the 2021 Vision of Beauty calendar.  Debbie won the 
Botanical Arts Design Section Award and the Ellen Swenson Design Award at 
a Hill and Dale flower show for her design.
     
This hanging design consists of ‘Gladiator’ Alliums painted neon green, Fatsia 
japonica leaves that have been dried and painted black and cut acrylic rib-
bons. Debbie enters designs every year and has been in the Vision of Beauty 
many times.
     
Garden clubs are en-
couraged to explore the 
Botanical Arts divisions 
described below and to 
consider trying design.

• Bonded Designs consist 
of collages and plaques.

• Hanging designs include 
wreaths, swags and mo-
biles.
 
• Pot-et-fleur designs are 
combinations of plants 
with roots attached and 
cut flowers.  

• Topiary designs are cre-
ative contrived tree forms 
embellished with cut plant 
material.  

• Exploration is the newest 
of the design categories 
and affords the designer a 
lot of freedom. Some plant 
material must be used, 
but there are no restric-
tions as to what can be 
done to it. 

Linda Maida, editorLinda Maida, editorLinda Maida, editor
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Scholarships
The WSFGC Scholarship Fund benefits recipients at Washington State Uni-
versity, University of Washington and Huxley College of the Environment at 
Western Washington University. Students are chosen by the professors of each 
department. This year, seven $2,000 scholarships were awarded to the following 
students:

Verna J Weiler 
Scholarship 
Alanna Matteson is 
currently pursuing 
a master’s degree 
in landscape ar-
chitecture at the 
University of Wash-
ington. She hopes 
to use what she is 

learning to help restore degraded sites 
and create more spaces for life. With 
an internship at the Bellevue Botanical 
Garden behind her and an internship 
at Heronswood Garden on the horizon, 
she remains dedicated to playing in the 
garden, believing that the most impact-
ful design work is inspired by a deep 
familiarity with one’s medium. 

May Garrett Hays 
Scholarship 
My name is  
Leia Kopcic, and I’m 
an undergraduate 
with a double major 
in Plant Biology 
and Environmen-
tal Science and 
Resource Manage-
ment at University 

of Washington. I intend to graduate in 
Spring 2021. I’m a first-generation Bos-
nian-American. I previously attended 
the Las Vegas Academy of the Arts. I 
love hiking, gardening, and learning 
about ecology, horticulture and farm-
ing. 

WSU Dept. of Crop 
and Soil Sciences 
My name is Emily 
Takayoshi, and I am 
currently a junior at 
Washington State 
University. I am 
studying Agricultural 
Education, and I am 
excited to start my 

student teaching next spring. I told my 
mother about receiving this scholar-
ship, and she told me that my late great 
grandmother participated in her local 
garden club. I also have encouraged my 
mother to pursue the Master Gerdener 
Program at Washington State University 
Vancouver, as she is an avid gardener. 
I look forward to continuing the pursuit 
of my degree in Agricultural Education 
and sharing my knowledge and excite-
ment with my future students. 

Violet Nevitt Gose 
Scholarship
Victoria Fox works 
with the Terrestrial 
Restoration Ecology 
Lab to study native 
Puget Prairie flora 
and microorganisms 
at the University of 

WA. Within the field of restoration ecol-
ogy, Victoria’s research aims to discover 
what endophytes exist in Puget Prairie 
plants, and how these endophytes may 
be moving between plants. After grad-
uation, Victoria will pursue a career as 
a restoration ecologist, ideally working 
with non-profit organizations or govern-
mental agencies.
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WSU School of  
Design &  
Construction,  
Landscape  
Architecture 
My name is Angel 
Avina-Ramirez. I am a 
4th year senior aca-
demically and a junior 
in the Washington 

State University Landscape Architecture and 
Spanish programs. I was born and raised in 
Wenatchee, WA, and I am a proud first gen-
eration college student. I plan to earn a BS in 
Landscape Architecture and a BA in Spanish. 
I ultimately intend to open a design firm that 
focuses on site-specific and regional sustain-
ability, particularly as this pertains to the 
relationships between wildlife, people, place, 
and honoring all life. 

 
Huxley College of the 
Environment-Western 
WA University 
My name is Jose Cor-
rales Peréz, I am from a 
small rural community 
in Northern Nicaragua 
where I learned from a 
young age the impor-
tance of coming together 

as a community to care for the environment. 
I came to the United States in 2015, and after 
working to learn English, I began complet-
ing my degree that I had started years ago in 
Nicaragua studying the environment. I am now 
a Junior Geography major and Geographic 
Information Science minor at Western Wash-
ington University. I enjoy learning alongside 
knowledgeable professors and classmates as 
I work towards my goal of graduating this 
coming year. I also enjoy giving back to vulner-
able communities like my own through my 
work with the environment. I am very thankful 
for the support provided by this scholarship 
which helps make this dream possible.

Mrs. Frank Greeley 
Horticultural  
Scholarship
Ezekiel (Zeke)  
Brazington
A senior at WSU, 
Ezekiel is double ma-
joring in Landscape, 
Nursery & Green-
house Management 
and Fruit & Vegetable 

Management. His passion for plants was 
nurtured at a young age by his grandfa-
ther as he worked side by side with him 
in the vegetable garden, taking care of 
2.5 acres of flower gardens and landscap-
ing. He has worked in many aspects of 
the industry for most of his life, and his 
passion continues to grow. His plan is to 
work in breeding and tissue culture for 
the greenhouse and nursery industry.

National Garden Club 
Scholarship
Stephanie Roh is a 
Master of Landscape 
Architecture at the 
University of Wash-
ington interested 
in designing and 
visually representing 
phytoremediation 

processes in degraded landscapes. With 
a bachelor’s degree in Environmental 
Science and Sustainability from Cornell 
University, Stephanie hopes to tap into 
her knowledge of plant ecology to improve 
the soil and ecological health of urban 
spaces. She is also active in the equity, 
diversity, and inclusion efforts of the UW 
Landscape Architecture department with 
the long-term goal of encouraging more 
female and minority representation in 
landscape architecture. Stephanie’s per-
sonal interests include traveling, learning 
languages, photography, and fashion. 
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eLLen reCtor, editor

HORTICULTURE
SOME THINGS OLD AND SOME THINGS NEW

Another spring has come and gone in 
the garden and summer with its long 
days and evenings has arrived here in 
the Northwest. Our cooler spring here 
on the east side allowed the narcis-
sus to stretch out their season from 
mid-February to late April, if you plant-
ed early to late cultivars. Early tulips 
enjoyed the spotlight with many of the 
narcissus and oth-
er spring ephem-
erals like Hepatica 
and Trillium. Now 
it is time to enjoy 
summer’s gifts. 

Two new Lagerstro-
emia ‘Ebony Flame’ 
and L. ‘Ebony Fire’ 
caught my atten-
tion with their 
black lustrous 
foliage that stays 
dark all summer 
into fall. Both are 
semi-dwarf Crape 
Myrtles that enjoy 
the sun and are 
also tolerant of hot 
weather offered in 
the Columbia Ba-
sin. If they reach 
their full size, they 
are approximately 
ten to twelve feet 
tall and seven to 
eight feet wide. 
They are also very 
tolerant of soil 
type but do prefer 
well-drained soil. 
L. ‘Ebony Flame’ 
blooms with abun-
dant clusters of 
brilliant ruby red 

flowers. L.’Ebony Fire’ differs only in 
that the flowers are an intensely bright 
crimson. Typically, Lagerstroemia 
bloom here in mid-to-late August into 
September just when many flowering 
plants are winding up their bloom 
season. They are both hardy in Zones 
7 through 9. Even without their flowers 
the small trees, I have are quite strik-

Closeup Lagerstroemia indica red crape myrtle flowers in San Antonio, 
Texas. Photo By Faina Gurevich, Adobe stock

eLLen reCtor, editoreLLen reCtor, editor
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ing. If you find their ultimate size a lit-
tle daunting, they can be pruned each 
fall to stay within your boundaries. I 
have a white blooming Lagerstroemia 
that I have been pruning back to about 
four feet every fall for over 15 years. It 
rewards me with a six feet tall by four 
feet shrub absolutely covered in glow-
ing white flowers in late summer.

For those of you who like the smell 
of chocolate, Berlandiera pumila is 
a North American species of flow-
ering plant in the sunflower family. 
It is native to the southeastern and 
south-central US. This plant can be 
found growing in sandy soils, open 
fields and along forest edges. B. pumila 
‘Chocoholic’ is a selection that makes a 
tight clump of sturdy three feet tall up-
right, light green stems adorned with 
widely spaced wavy, light green leaves. 
The stems are topped from May to Sep-
tember with clusters of two-inch yellow 
daisies that emit a delicious fragrance 
of chocolate, especially in the morning. 
This plant prefers sun and is hardy 
in Zones 7 through 9. I am anxiously 
awaiting the first tantalizing whiffs of 
chocolate in the air, and no calories 
are involved! 

Epilobium canum [Zauschneria californi-
ca], also known as California fuchsia is 
a species of Epilobium (willowherb)  in 
the evening primrose family. It is native 
to dry slopes in western North Ameri-
ca, especially California. It usually has 
a red to orange-red flower although 
there are cultivars of pink and white. 
This plant is drought tolerant and has 
small silvery grey leaves that tumble 
over one another as it sprawls across 
the ground. It is listed as being hardy 
in Zones 8 to 10, but I have enjoyed 
the E. canum ‘Solidarity Pink’ and the 
straight species here in Zone 7 garden 
for many years. It is listed as a sub-

shrub and grows to height of about 
one foot. It forms a nice mat across 
the ground for me more like a ground 
cover, and I do cut back last year’s 
dead foliage as soon as it begins shoot-
ing out new growth in the spring. The 
bright orange-red flowers start show-
ing up in early July here and continue 
to bloom through early September. 
Epilobium garretii ‘Orange Carpet’ has 
foliage that is a light, bright green and 
is not as drought hardy. It is a native 
of Idaho and requires regular water-
ing. It has the same bright orange-red 
trumpet shaped flowers and similar 
habit to the above plants, and it is har-
dy in Zones 5 to 9. Hummingbirds are 
attracted to the flowers.

Osteospermum barberiae ‘Purple Moun-
tain’ is a long-lived hardy African Daisy 
that blooms an intense lavender pink. 
It puts on a lot of flowers starting in 
May and continues to produce copious 
amounts of flowers until the weath-
er turns hot. It slows down its flower 
production just waiting for the cooler 
evenings that arrive in late August to 
September when it ramps up again. It 
is heat and somewhat drought tolerant 
and hardy Zones 5 to 9. The foliage is 
a rich green and the plants only get 
about eight inches tall. They gently 
spread but do not bully other plants.  
O. ecklonis ‘Lavender Mist’ has a lovely 
flower that opens white and then fades 
to a soft lavender-pink. It does prefer 
a well-drained soil and has a height of 
almost one foot. These plants enjoy full 
sun to part shade. Osteospermum ‘Ava-
lanche’ was a 2011 Plant Select Winner 
and has superior cold hardiness al-
lowing its foliage to be more evergreen. 
Lovely white daisies top this plant from 
May through September. 
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news
PACIFIC REGION

I could certainly write an article be-
moaning what we’ve lost during the 
last four months – dedications put on 
hold, loss of momentum, etc. but I’m 
ready to celebrate what we have ac-
complished since April 2019 when the 
“Blue Stars Shine in the Pacific Region” 
project began.

But first a quick recap of where we are 
in our progress to achieve our goals.  
Some are definitely over-achievers!!  I 
have been trying to stay up to date 
with all 8 states by keeping a progress 
chart.  So as of today I am tracking 73 
projects, from planning to dedication 
ceremony.  Here is the breakdown.  
Alaska – 1; Arizona – 4; California – 
41 (I mentioned over-achievers – they 
jumped from 25 to 41 at last check); 
Hawaii – 0 (but Robin and I have a 
plan to include you); Idaho – 1; Nevada 
– 3; Oregon – 11; Washington – 12.
 
Eight markers have been dedicated 
over the last year in four states.  There 
were several others that would have 
been completed by now if it weren’t for 
the shutdown of our country. Alaska’s 
Greater Eagle River GC was the first 
out of the gate 
following the 
2019 Con-
vention. This 
Blue Star Me-
morial Marker 
was placed 
near 
Joint Base 
Fort Rich-
ardson and 
Elmendorf Air 

PACIFIC REGIONPACIFIC REGION

Blue Stars Shine …. Through Troubling Times

Force Base in Eagle River.  The dedica-
tion was held June 24, 2019.

California has completed three ded-
ications at this time.  The first was 
sponsored by the Valley Oak Garden 
Club in Tulare, CA.  It was installed at 
the Veterans Memorial Building and 
dedicated in the fall of 2019.  Decem-
ber 11, 2019 the Southern California 
Garden Club installed the first Blue 
Star Memorial Marker at a Presidential 
Library.  The Ronald Reagan Presiden-
tial Library welcomed this addition in 
grand style.

The third dedication has an interesting 
story.  The Blue Star Marker sponsored 
by the San Pedro Garden Club in the 
Costa Verde District was moved to a 
new home on the Pacific Coast Hwy.  
Within a month of the installation it 
was stolen.  Many articles were written 
but without a recovery of the marker.  
That’s when a gentleman came forward 
and donated $2000 to replace it.  A 
re-dedication was completed February 
17, 2020. So nice to know that there 
are really good people out there with 
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huge hearts for their community.
 
Oregon has completed three dedica-
tions.  The first was sponsored by the 
Oregon State Federation of Garden 
Clubs and was placed in The Oregon 
Garden. The dedication took place 
September 5, 2019.  A month later the 
Coos Bay Garden Club installed and 
dedicated a Gold Star Family Memorial 
Marker at the David Dewitt Veterans 
Memorial Wayside in North Bend, OR.  
That dedication took place October 
5, 2019.  In May 2019 the Chehelan 
Garden Club had dedicated a Blue Star 
By-Way Marker #83 at the Newberg 
Memorial Park.
 
Washington has completed one dedi-
cation. On a blustery day a Blue Star 
Memorial By-Way Marker was installed 
and dedicated at the John A. Finch 
Arboretum.  The sponsor was Inland 
Empire and the dedication was held 
October 26, 2019.

So while we had hoped to have many 
more dedications completed by the 
April 2020 Convention we celebrate the 
eight who have reached their goal and 
look forward to many more dedica-
tions just as soon as everything opens 
up and it is safe for our members, 

the veterans organizations, and our 
communities to come together.  When 
you reschedule a dedication be sure 
to 1) INVITE Robin to attend – she is 
chomping at the bit to get back into 
the states and 2) let me know so I can 
also coordinate with Robin and recog-
nize your accomplishments.
 
Just a note from Tom Stelling, our 
restorer from Florida:  The following is 
an update provided by Shirley Lipa, PR 
Blue Star marker Chairman slipa29@
att.net and coordinator for the resto-
rations. Our long-awaited Blue Star 
Memorial restorations are going to 
have to wait a bit longer.  As I’m sure 
you are all aware, just as our restor-
er, Tom Stelling, was about to leave 
Florida for his trip to the west coast, 
the COVID-19 pandemic hit the United 
States.  For the safety of him and his 
wife, Tom decided they would have to 
wait to start their trip.  The weeks of 
our Stay-In-Place order turned into 
months and now the weather has 
turned much warmer.  Tom wears a 
leather suit when he strips the mark-
ers, so he plans his trips to accommo-
date the changing seasons.  He now 
says that he will be coming to us in the 
early spring of 2021.  

– Diane Franchini,
PR Director’s Project Chairman
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Youth
ViCki WesterburG, Youth editor

Youth Poster Contest!  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture Forest Service and the National Garden 
Clubs, Inc. give students in grades 1-5 the opportunity to demonstrate their 
understanding of wildfire prevention and basic environmental conservation 
principles through original drawings of Smokey Bear or Woodsy Owl.  The 
information and educational materials were made available on the WSFGC 
website for members to download.  Districts submitted their winning entries 
to Evie Marwood in January 2020. All participants received trinkets symbolic 
of Smokey Bear and Woodsy Owl.  Five winning posters were selected at the 
State level, one each per grade. Three of our WSFGC Winners went on to win 
in the Pacific Region. 

WSFGC 1st Place Winners:

Evelyn Snyder, Grade 1 – Chinook Marine Hills

Claire Schu, Grade 2 – Rosalia Garden Club

ViCki WesterburG, Youth editorViCki WesterburG, Youth editor
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Jayden St. Mary, Grade 5 – Greater Seattle

Alivia Lewis, Grade 3- Rosalia Garden Club

Hannah Olson, Grade 4 – Greater Seattle
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Youth
Stuck at Home, Play in the Dirt

In May, as this article was written, the Stay 
Home Stay Safe order is still in effect in 
our state. The order was enacted on March 
23rd, which means all of our garden club 
outreach programs with youth are canceled 
for now. That doesn’t mean gardening and 
enjoying nature is canceled!  As I safely 
walk around our neighborhood, I see many 
folks digging up a spot for a garden. Seed 
catalogs are sold out of many items and 
seed racks at nurseries are empty.  What is 
happening? Gardening is happening! When 
I reached out to the Chinook 
District, I found this sweet story 
from Sandy Haines, who is the 
President of the O’Brien Garden 
Club.

Stuck in Southern California for 
over a month with no yard to play 
in, Sandy’s son, daughter-in-law 
and two granddaughters (Evie 
1, Alaina 3) headed up to her 
half-acre property in Renton to 
quarantine with family. 

Sandy reports it was a silver 
lining in such a dark cloud.  Their 
days have been spent digging up 
garden beds, picking baby lettuce 

and pulling “nasty mean weeds”. Alaina, 
the eldest, wants to know the names of all 
the plants. They now have “Honey Baby 
Crisp” apple tree and “Fort-sidia” (forsyth-
ia).  A highlight has been cutting up flower 
and seed catalogues, choosing their favorite 
flowers and gluing them to make their very 
own paper flower gardens.

After a hard day’s work in the garden, 
Sandy reported, they leaned back in deck 
chairs to take a break and look up at the 
clouds going by.  Alaina started wiggling, 
asked to sit up and said, “Granny, I want to 
watch the plants instead”. Sandy is happy 
to note, “Yep! She is a real gardener at 
heart”.

We can imagine and hope this story of San-
dy and her grandchildren is happening in 
places all over this planet, in some form or 
another, as families stay home together.
Why try to explain miracles to your kids 
when you can just have them plant a 
garden. 

– Robert Brault
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Because of corona virus Covid-19, there are no ad-
vertisements in this issue. We are all staying home 

and staying safe. When restrictions are lifted, please 
consider advertising again. Ad sizes and rates are in 
your Program and Meeting Guide 2019-2021, pages 
46-48. This can be downloaded from the member 

section of wagardenclubs.com.

Get a Good Dose of Vitamin N This Summer

The Children and Nature Network advo-
cates and offers cool and innovative ways 
to connect and enjoy nature as we stay 
safe during this COVID-19 time.  I high-
ly recommend this site to all of you. New 
thoughts are added each week, and you 
will find wonderful educational activities 
for fun learning and appreciating our 
natural world. This site will give you and/
or your extended family a multitude of 
ideas to apply science, botany and math 
as you explore together. Find it at www.
childrenandnature.org. The author, Richard 
Louv, recipient of the Audubon Medal, has 
written three books on the subject of how 
immersing ourselves in nature is nour-
ishment for our children’s good health. 
Vitamin N, the Essential Guide to a Nature 
Rich Life, Our Wild Calling and Last Child in 
the Woods are the book titles. 

I wandered all over the  
kidsgardening.com website and found it 
to be full of very useful, doable and rich 
opportunities. This is the website that our 

WSFGC President, Dorrie Carr, has en-
couraged us to access. One of the activities 
titled, Garden Activities-Reducing, Re-us-
ing and Recycling in the Garden by Annie 
Warmke, had 25 household items that kids 
could cleverly reuse in gardening at home. 
Under the section, Growing Guides, you will 
be treated to everything you need to know 
for scads of plants.  Tiny Mouse melons 
is one intriguing plant I would like to try. 
Also be sure to check out the Books and 
Curriculum section. At a time when we can’t 
get together with the children in our lives, 
sending them a book with a package of 
seeds sounds good. You might also wish to 
sign them up free for a weekly newsletter of 
Kids Garden News.

I would appreciate hearing how you are 
finding ways to connect with our youth at 
this time.  We are all missing the programs 
we had in place and hope to be able to get 
back to partnering with kids soon.

Youth
ViCki WesterburG, Youth editorViCki WesterburG, Youth editorViCki WesterburG, Youth editor
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Annual Submission Reminder

Deadline Issue Months  

June 1 Summer, #1 July-Aug-Sept 

September 1 Fall, #2 Oct-Nov-Dec 

December 1 Winter, #3 Jan-Feb-Mar 

March 1 Spring, #4 Apr-May-June 

Fall Deadline: Sept. 1, 2020

All electronic articles should be e-mailed to 
Dorrie Carr, hdcarr@outlook.com
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book reviews
Christine diLLinGer. editor

Guide to Pruning

Cass Turnbull
2012 Sasquatch 
Books
$23.95 Paper-
back
Plantamnesty.org

I always heard 
that Cass Turn-

bull is the one to read for pruning 
information, and I totally agree. This 
is an informative primer for even 
the beginner to help your garden 
look beautiful and like you’ve never 
touched it.

One needs to know how the plant 
grows, what to plant and how to 
keep your plant looking lovely. Pay 
attention to the plant habits of 
mounding, cane-growing, tree-like 
shrubs, trees, vines and others. We 
have many of them in our gardens, 
and if the plant is not growing in its 
ideal space, don’t just chop it off, 
give it a renovation.

Indoor Kitchen  
Gardening

Elizabeth Mil-
lard
2014 Cool 
Springs Press
$22.99 Paper-
back

We all like to eat 
fresh produce. 
Have you thought 
of growing some 

of your own in your kitchen?
Some of these are quick growing like 
sprouts using a mason jar or micro-

greens in a narrow tray, or a mush-
room forest right on your countertop. 
Other herbs and vegetables take 
more care and patience. The author 
provides some good varieties of herbs 
and vegetables for indoor gardening 
and how to plant and harvest these 
garden delights. 

Container 
Gardening 
for  
Washington 
and Oregon

Marianne Bi-
netti and Don 
Williamson, 
with Alison 
Beck and 
Laura Peters
2008 Lone 
Pine Publish-
ing
$19.95 paper-
back

Our very own gardening experts have 
compiled a useful book about how 
to start container gardens whether 
on your patio, deck or rooftop. The 
climate of Washington and Oregon 
provides unique challenges, and 
with containers you won’t have the 
concerns of clay or sand soil. The 
key ingredients are the plants, the 
potting soil and the perfect container 
for your design. Multiple pictures of 
designs and plant descriptions are 
invaluable.

                             

Christine diLLinGer. editorChristine diLLinGer. editor
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The Woodinville Garden Club recent-
ly presented Hopelink a check for 
$16,244, made possible by over-
whelming public support for their 
recent online plant sale. The club 
donated 100 percent of the revenue 
from the sale to Hopelink’s Greatest 
Need Fund Covid-19.  

The plants that were nurtured from 
seedings and starts by club members 
in early spring were nearly all sold 
out in less than a day.  Then, the 
plants were personally delivered to 
local Woodinville zip codes or safely 
picked up “curbside” by the shop-
pers.  Leftover tomato seedlings were 
shared with the Woodinville Food 
Bank, the Maltby Food Bank and the 
Bothell Senior Center Food Pantry.  
The Woodinville Garden Club would 
like to express heartfelt gratitude to 
our wonderful supporters without 
whom our sale and donation would 
not have been possible.  The location 

Community Support Enables Woodinville Garden Club 
Donation to Hopelink

where the 
planting 
and growing 
takes place 
is thanks to 
the over-
whelming 
generosity 
of a Wood-
inville 
family who 
for many 
years have 
welcomed 
the garden 
club to use 
their beau-

tiful greenhouse.  This year, order 
fulfillment for over 170 plant orders 
took place at the greenhouse as well.  
Many thanks also to The Wooden 
Cross Church in Woodinville who 
graciously approved curbside pickup 
to take place in their parking lot.  
A sincere and appreciative thank you 
goes to all who shopped the online 
sale that resulted in the club’s do-
nation to Hopelink’s Greatest Need 
Fund Covid-19.   The plants are now 
growing in gardens in Woodinville, 
Bothell, Renton, Everett, Bellevue, 
Monroe and Seattle.  For the past 
35 years, the Woodinville Garden 
Club has made contributions to our 
community and globally because of 
this remarkable support.  We look 
forward to seeing you next year when 
the plant sale will return to beautiful 
Chateau Ste. Michele in May and the 
Tour of Gardens in July.  
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events
Editor’s Note: Due to the impact of the coronavirus and 
COVID-19, check with the event coordinator to determine 
whether the event will be held as scheduled.

Sept. 29-Oct. 1  The Central District is gearing up to host the WSFGC  
Convention at Hotel Windrow in Ellensburg Sept. 29-30, Oct. 1.  
Registration material/forms and information can be found on 
the WSFGC Website. 

Aug. 1 The Black Hills District Thurston County Fair Committee is 
planning a virtual Garden Tour.  It is entitled “It’s Not Fair!” 
Photos and videos will be on the Black Hills District website on 
August 1 for everyone to view.  

Sept. 11 The Black Hills District Board Meeting at Lewis County Fire 
Hall #6 in Chehalis will be held on September 11 at 10 am.

Sept. 14-15 The Flower Show Symposium in Boise, Idaho has been resched-
uled for September 14-15, 2021 with the same instructors. 

OUR MISSION:

Washington State Federation of Garden Clubs coordinates the  
interests of garden clubs to provide education, resources and 

 networking opportunities for its members in promoting gardening, 
floral design, civic and environmental responsibility.


